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ABSTRACT 

This ePaper explores the endeavours and motivations of the leading figures of the Japanese Red
Cross Society, which forms the streams of the Red Cross Movement that get overshadowed in the
Eurocentric narrative of its history. Using various primary sources from archives and studying
the historical context of the time, the paper highlights how the main protagonists with similar
backgrounds to the founders of the International Committee of the Red Cross proactively sought
to establish and develop the movement both at the national and international level from 1867 to
1919. Moreover, a close examination of their backgrounds as well as their thoughts as expressed
in their writings suggests that their motivations to engage in Red Cross work were multiple and
in part, if not entirely, shaped by various needs to fulfil their own desire and sense of obligation.
 
We extend our heartfelt thanks to the Vahabzadeh Foundation for financially supporting the publication of
best  works  by  young  researchers  of  the  Graduate  Institute,  giving  a  priority  to  those  who  have  been
awarded academic prizes for their master’s dissertations.
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Figure 2. JRCS decisions to dispatch relief teams – 1909-1918

Source : Japanese Red Cross Society, Nihon Sekijūji-Shashikō-Zokkō: Meiji 41-

Taishō11 Nen Jōkan 日本赤十字社史続稿 : 明治四十一至大正十一年. 上巻 [The
History of the Japanese Red Cross Society: from Meiji 41 to Taishō 11, Volume 1], 
(Tokyo: Japanese Red Cross Society, 1929) 1449–51, https://dl.ndl.go.jp/info:ndljp/
pid/1448606 (accessed on 27 Februray 2023).
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Figure 3. Council of Governors and Directors of the League of Red Cross Societies

Ninagawa is the one on the far right. 

Source : ICRC ARCHIVES (ARR), June 1919, Genève, 9 Cour Saint-Pierre. Conseil des
gouverneurs et des directeurs de la Ligue des Sociétés de la Croix-Rouge V-P-
HIST-02541-23. 
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