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ABSTRACT 

This  research  analyzes  mechanisms  fostering  states’  compliance  to  international  treaties.  It
argues  that  a  treaty  accountability  network  surrounds  states  when  they  commit  to  an
international covenant and that actors belonging to the network have leverage on states to hold
them accountable. This study is particularly interested in the role NGOs and IOs play as actors
within  this  network.  It  identifies  two  main  ways  for  holding  states  accountable:  direct  and
indirect.  Indirect  accountability  is  conceptualized  as  mechanisms  where  aid  recipients  are
empowered by organizations and will  henceforth hold their states accountable. This research
provides  a  small-N  case-study  on  the  UNCRC,  maps  the  treaty  accountability  network
surrounding it, identifies accountability mechanisms developed by one OI (UNICEF) and one NGO
(Terre des Hommes Suisse) and examines pathways used by one state (Switzerland).
We extend our heartfelt thanks to the Vahabzadeh Foundation for financially supporting the publication of
best  works  by  young  researchers  of  the  Graduate  Institute,  giving  a  priority  to  those  who  have  been
awarded academic prizes for their master’s dissertations.
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1. Analysis sheet 

"A  relationship  between  an

actor  and  a  forum,  in  which

the actor has an obligation to

explain  and  to  justify  his  or

her  conduct,  the  forum  can

pose  questions  and  pass

judgement, and the actor may

face  consequences''
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To be analyzed according to the definition. 

2. IO: UNICEF content analysis table
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3. NGO: TDHS content analysis table
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4. State: Switzerland content analysis table 
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5. Synthesis table: UNICEF; TDHS; SWITZERLAND

UNICEF 9 16 13 7

TDHS 13 8 5 6

Switzerland 9 2
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7

6. Analysis according to Grant & Keohane’s
classi昀椀cation

UNCRC & OPs UNICEF

Terre  Des

Hommes  Suisse

& FITDH

Switzerland

Hierarchical

Supervisory
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Fiscal

Legal

Peer
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Public

relational 

States’ Compliance to International Treaties

149



7. Synthesis table of the analysis according to Grant &
Keohane’s classi昀椀cation

UNCRC & OPs

UNICEF

TDHS & FITDH

SWITZERLAND
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8. Grant & Keohane: Power Wielders and Constraints 

9. NGO (2): Ko昀椀 Annan Foundation content analysis
table
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