
 



 Graduate Institute Publications   

From WIPO to Vale do Ribeira and Back 
Global (Dis)connections, Indigenous Knowledges and Narratives of
Protection 

Gabriela Balvedi Pimentel 

DOI: 10.4000/books.iheid.8182 
Publisher: Graduate Institute Publications 
Place of publication: Genève 
Year of publication: 2021 
Publication date: 23 mars 2021 
Series: eCahiers de l’Institut 
Digital ISBN: 978-2-940600-25-0 

 
https://books.openedition.org 

Print edition 

Provided by Geneva Graduate Institute

 

DIGITAL REFERENCE 

Balvedi Pimentel, Gabriela. From WIPO to Vale Do Ribeira and Back. Graduate Institute Publications,
2021, https://doi.org/10.4000/books.iheid.8182.

Cover metadata 
Credits 
Noppy P. 
This text was automatically generated on 5 mai 2025. 

 
The PDF format is issued under the Creative Commons - Attribution - Pas d'Utilisation Commerciale -
Pas de Modification 4.0 International - CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license unless otherwise stated. 

https://books.openedition.org
https://books.openedition.org
https://books.openedition.org
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


 
The ePub format is issued under the Creative Commons - Attribution - Pas d'Utilisation Commerciale -
Pas de Modification 4.0 International - CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 license unless otherwise stated. 

ABSTRACT 

Vale do Ribeira, the largest reserve of Atlantic Rainforest in Brazil, is home to quilombola and
caiçara  communities.  The  World  Intellectual  Property  Organization  (WIPO),  in  Geneva,  is
responsible for regulating intellectual property rights. What can possibly connect these places?
In both, narratives around the meaning of indigenous knowledges and their protection are being
constructed and negotiated. Aiming to produce an ethnography of global connection, this work
looks at (dis)connections between these two spaces. Through in-depth interviews and participant
observation, it analyzes the creation of legal categories related to indigenous peoples and local
communities  in  the international  arena,  as  well  as  at  the points  of  articulation between the
international and the local realm. The analysis demonstrates how articulation and dispossession
have been key to  creating the  discussion in  both spheres.  The conclusion indicates  that  the
narrative of protection of indigenous knowledge through intellectual property rights emerges
through friction and is just one narrative among others.
We extend our heartfelt thanks to the Vahabzadeh Foundation for financially supporting the publication of
best  works  by  young  researchers  of  the  Graduate  Institute,  giving  a  priority  to  those  who  have  been
awarded academic prizes for their master’s dissertations.
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The

Routledge Companion to Cultural Property

Cultura com aspas : e outros ensaios
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O Mito Moderno Da Natureza Intocada

The End of Human Rights : Critical Legal Thought at the Turn of the

Century

Indigenous  Environmental  Knowledge  and  Its  Transformations:

Critical Anthropological Perspectives

Information  Feudalism :  Who  Owns  the

Knowledge  Economy?

Paraná  Educativa  -  Rádio  e  Televisão  Educativa  do  Paraná

Writing  Ethnographic  Fieldnotes

International Sociology

Ambiente

& Sociedade

Poor  People’s  Knowledge :  Promoting

Intellectual Property in Developing Countries

Critical Inquiry

Protecting Traditional Knowledge : The WIPO Intergovernmental Committee on

Intellectual  Property  and  Genetic  Resources,  Traditional  Knowledge  and  Folklore

Pedagogy  of  the  Oppressed

Revista

Internacional  Interdisciplinar  INTERthesis
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Negotiating Tradition - The Pragmatics of International Deliberations on

Cultural Property

Stuart Hall: Critical Dialogues in Cultural Studies

Actuel

Marx

American Ethnologist : The Journal of the American Ethnological Society

Being  Maasai,  Becoming  Indigenous :  Postcolonial  Politics  in  a

Neoliberal  World

Qualitative  Data  Analysis :  An

Expanded  Sourcebook
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Protecting Traditional

Knowledge :  The  WIPO  Intergovernmental  Committee  on  Intellectual  Property  and  Genetic

Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore

Journal of Agrarian Change

Current Anthropology

Die  Konstituierung  von  Cultural  Property:  Forschungsperspektiven

Anthropology Today

Development  and  Change

Comp.  Stud.  Soc.  Hist.

Communities and the Environment.  Ethnicity,  Gender,  and the State in Community-Based

Conservation

Au Delà de l’accaparement.  Ruptures  et  Continuités  Dans l’accès  Aux

Resources Naturelles.

Annual Review of Anthropology

Capital: A Critique of Political Economy.

Law & Society Review

Rule of Experts : Egypt, Techno-Politics, Modernity
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The  Development  Agenda.  Global  Intellectual  Property  and  Developing

Countries
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Paulo  2014-2015.

American  Ethnologist

Protecting  Traditional

Knowledge :  The  WIPO  Intergovernmental  Committee  on  Intellectual  Property  and  Genetic

Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore

Traditional  Forest-Related  Knowledge.  Sustaining  Communities,  Ecosystems  and  Biocultural

Diversity

Caipiras negros no Vale do Ribeira. Um estudo de antropologia

econômica

Journal of World-

Systems Research

Theory, Culture & [and] Society : Explorations in Critical Social Science
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Intellectual  Property  Watch

Intellectual  Property  Watch

Orientalism
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World  Development
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Asian  Journal  of  International  Law

Knowledge Ecology International

July 01, 2013

Friction : An Ethnography of Global Connection

Protecting Traditional Knowledge : The WIPO Intergovernmental Committee

on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore

Dispossession and the Environment : Rhetoric and Inequality in Papua New

Guinea

Intellectual  Property  and  Genetic  Resources,  Traditional  Knowledge  and

Traditional Cultural Expressions

What Is Intellectual Property?
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