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1 Summary overview of major accomplishments and developments  
 
Established in 2010, the Centre for International Environmental Studies (CIES) is the 
Graduate Institute’s focal point for research on environmental issues. The centre is 
dedicated to the better understanding of the social, legal, economic and political facets of 
global problems related to the environment, with an emphasis on the international 
dimension and the North-South relations. The centre addresses complex problems such 
as climate change, biodiversity, food security, energy, natural resources and 
development.  

CIES’s mission is to conduct high-level academic research to improve the quality of 
decision-making in public and private spheres. This goal is achieved by creating a 
platform for researchers to conduct interdisciplinary research on the environment, by 
providing training to Master and PhD students in specialized areas of research and by 
disseminating research results through outreach activities targeted to academic experts 
and policymakers. 

New Research Programmes and Research Projects 

As several new IHEID professors joined CIES last year (Prof. Susanna Hecht, 
International History; Prof. Anne Saab, International Law; Prof. Shaila Seshia Gavin, 
ANSO and Prof. James Hollway, IR/Political Science), the CIES reorganized its research 
programmes over the year 2017 to better match the expertise of the new faculty 
members and to better address emerging research questions on global 
environmental challenges.  CIES research is now structured around four research 
programmes:  
 

1) Agrarian Environment and Food Systems – This programme brings together 

perspectives from law, anthropology, political science, economics and history to 

address critical questions at the interface of agricultural production, food systems 

and environmental change. Ongoing internal projects include “Nature and Agriculture 

in the Indian Himalaya” (Shaila Seshia Gavin) or “The Legal Regulation of GMOs” 

(Anne Saab). 

2) Resources and Development – This programme considers how environmental and 

resource challenges, such as land use or biodiversity loss, affect development paths 

of developing countries. Two new research grants were awarded in 2017: “The Global 

Political Ecology of Lithium Commodity Chain” (SNF Project, CHF 570’000, Marc 

Hufty”) and “The Impact of Compulsory School Laws in a Developing Country 

Context” (SNF Project, CHF 490’000, Tim Swanson and Martina Viarengo).   

3) Environmental Governance – This research programme studies the governance 

institutions of global environmental problems, including the negotiation and 

effectiveness of international environmental regimes and the emergence of private 

and hybrid systems of global environmental governance. In 2017, a new research 

grant on “Effectiveness of Partnerships for Advancing the Sustainable Development 

Goals” was awarded to Prof. Andonova (SNIS, CHF 263’000). A main output of the 

programme this year was the book “Governance Entrepreneurs: International 
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Organizations and the Rise of Global Public-Private Partnerships” (Cambridge 

University Press) by Liliana Andonova. 

4) Climate, Energy and Innovation - This programme brings together the various 

disciplines of the centre to conduct research on issues of climate change, energy and 

technological developments. This year, a new research grant on “Financing cleantech 

investments” was awarded to Joelle Noailly (SNF, CHF 715’000) under the Swiss 

National Research Program “Sustainable Economy”. Two research projects came to 

an end in 2017: the Sinergia project on “Innovation, Diffusion and Green Growth” and 

the COSTASSESS project. 

 
Contribution to Public Debate 
 
Over the year 2017, the CIES has been active in contributing to various actual debates 
and policy development. The CIES launched two new publication series: the CIES 
Policy Briefs, which provide an analysis of current policy issues and the CIES Research 
Briefs, which summarize research findings for a larger audience. Both series are 
coordinated by Professor Marc Hufty. 
 
As the year was marked by Donald Trump’s climate denialism, Professor Susanna 
Hecht (International History) debated on the repercussions of Trump’s climate change 
rollback during a well-attended public Lunch Briefing in October 2017. Joelle Noailly 
(International Economics) discussed the impact of Trump’s climate agenda on future 
innovation in clean technologies in the first issue of the CIES Policy Briefs series. 
 
Several other public events were organized on the margins of UN policy debates and 
international negotiations. Among the highlights of the year, the CIES invited John 
Knox, UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and the Environment, to present his 
report during a public lecture on “Biodiversity and human rights” in March 2017.  In 
October, the Geneva negotiations on the UN Minamata Convention were the 
occasion to organize a CIES panel debate on “Make mercury history along the gold 
supply chain” featuring Erik Solheim, Executive Director of UN Environment. Finally, 
Tim Flannery, the acclaimed Australian scientist, explorer and conservationist and 
Segré Foundation Distinguished Visiting Professor at CIES discussed the perspectives 
of carbon negative technologies during a Geneva Dialogue public lecture in March 
2017. 

Student Community and Placement 

The new specialization track on “Sustainability, Environment and Resources” for the 
Interdisciplinary Masters Programs of the Graduate Institute started as of September 
2017. CIES faculty members have been actively involved in organizing the track and 
the new programme. In September, the centre sponsored a launch event where 
interested students could meet and interact with the professors. 
 
This specialization is an important contribution towards CIES’s mission to train 
students towards conducting research projects on environmental topics and towards 
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careers in the fields of environment and development.  In the Autumn, the program 
counted a total of 250 students registered throughout the 11 courses offered, 
suggesting that there is a great interest from students for this new programme.  
 
Along the year, the CIES reinforced its ties with the IHEID Student’s Environmental 
Committee. The centre supported many of the initiatives of the committee, such as  
the “Green Career Now!” event in November and facilitated a students’ visit of the 
International Environmental House (see Box 3). 
 
CIES continued in 2017 to actively support the placement of PhD students. Giulia 
Valacchi, PhD Candidate in International Economics, started as a post-doctoral 
researcher at WIPO in 2017. Suchita Srinivisan, PhD Candidate in International 
Economics, will start as a post-doctoral researcher at ETH Zurich as of January 2018.   

2 Staffing of the Centre 
 
The centre is led by an interdisciplinary Executive Committee of the full professors at 
the Institute appointed in the area of environment, including Tim Swanson 
(Economics), Liliana Andonova (IR/ Political Science), Susanna Hecht (International 
History) and Marc Hufty (Development Studies). This Executive Committee operates 
together with other associated faculty members from various departments, namely: 
Anne Saab (International Law), Shaila Seshia Galvin (ANSO), James Hollway 
(IR/Political Science) and Joëlle Noailly (Economics).  

Dr. Joëlle Noailly also holds the function of Head of Research of CIES, coordinating the 
research programs and projects of the centre. Nathalie Fauvarque is the 
Administrative Coordinator of the centre. 

In 2017 the centre employed 1 post-doctoral researcher and 12 Research Assistants 
(among which 10 paid on third-party funding and 2 temporary RA paid on core 
funding): 

 Francois Cohen (post-doctoral researcher, International Economics) 

 Jonas Köppel (ANSO) 

 Jamie Fraser (International Economics) 

 Nik Tyack (International Economics) 

 Pedro Guimaraes Naso (International Economics) 

 Yixian Sun (International Relations and Political Science) 

 Roxana Manea (International Economics) 

 Suchita Srinivasan (International Economics) 

 Giulia Vallacchi (International Economics) 

 Helena Ting (International Economics) 

 Kritika Saxena (International Economics) 

 Diana Jack (International Relations and Political Science) 

 Moshe Ben Hamo Yeger (International Relations and Political Science) 
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François Cohen left the Centre as of September 2017 to work at the University of 
Oxford, as a postdoctoral researcher for the Institute for New Economic Thinking.  

Four students involved in CIES projects have defended their PhD thesis in 2017: 
 

 Kathryn Cheminski, PhD Candidate in International Relations and political 
Science, defended her PhD thesis on Tuesday March 14th on “Harnessing the 
ring of fire: assessing the effectiveness of the clean energy regime complex in 
addressing barriers to geothermal development in Indonesia and the 
Philippines”. 
 

 Giulia Valacchi, PhD Candidate in International Economics, defended her PhD 
thesis on Monday September 25th on “Innovation and diffusion of new 
technologies in and out of the green sector”. 

 

 Suchita Srinivasan, PhD Candidate in International Economics, defended her 
PhD thesis on Monday September 25th on “Barriers to the global diffusion of 
clean technologies and the impact of policies”. 

 

 Ioana Tuta, PhD Candidate in International Relations and Political Science, 
defended her PhD thesis on Wednesday September 27th on “Created and lost 
in translation : the corporate management of human rights”. 

 

The Centre was honored to welcome Professor Tim Flannery as the Segré Foundation 
Distinguished Visiting Professor in March 2017. Tim Flannery participated actively in 
the activities of the centre. He engaged with the students during his MINT course on 
“Carbon negative technologies” and during interdisciplinary seminars. He also 
contributed to reinforce the links with the International Geneva community by 
publishing a blog post on the website of the Green Growth Knowledge Platform and 
via his well-attended Geneva Dialogue public lecture.  

Two junior visiting fellows joined the centre this year: Julia Llados Vila (International 
Law) and Morgan Scoville-Simonds (Development Studies).   

3 Active, ongoing research projects  
 
This year CIES reorganized the structure of its research programmes as follows: 
 

 Environmental Governance 

 Climate, Energy and Innovation 

 Resources and Development 

 Agrarian Environment and Food Systems 

These programmes gathered a total of 7 externally funded projects in 2017. Funding 
for these projects came from diverse sources, including Swiss public research funding 
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organizations (SNF and SNIS), and private foundations. Two new projects started in 
2017, namely: “The global political ecology of lithium commodity chain” (Marc Hufty) 
and “Effectiveness of partnerships for advancing the SDGs” (Liliana Andonova), two 
projects ended (Sinergia and Costassess) and two were extended (Competitiveness 
and Environmental Regulation;  Sustainable Human Niche) and will finish over the 
2018-2019 period. 
 

3.1. Environmental Governance Research Programme 
 
This research programme studies the governance institutions of global environmental 
problems, including the negotiation and effectiveness of international environmental 
regimes and the emergence of private and hybrid systems of global environmental 
governance.  The programme adopts an interdisciplinary perspective on the design, 
dynamics and impact of different institutional mechanisms.  
 

 Transnational private governance for the environment in China 

Originating from advanced economies, many private governance programs are 
gradually introduced to developing countries where global production increasingly 
consolidates. However, very little research attempts to uncover whether 
transnational private governance is able to “trade up” environmental standards in 
these countries. This dissertation seeks to bridge this gap by examining factors which 
determine variation in China’s uptake of transnational private governance for 
different environmental issues. Theoretically, China is a critical case because of its 
political institutions, thus the project also investigates whether the authoritarian 
regime only leaves very limited space for private governance in China as is often 
assumed. The project will develop a dataset on the private governance programs 
having been introduced in China, and test hypotheses on driving forces for Chinese 
firms’ participation through statistical analyses and paired case studies. By exploring 
the causes of the success or failure of private environmental governance in China, 
along with dynamic public-private interactions between private governance and state 
regulation there, the project will contribute to the scholarship on environmental 
governance and private authority, on the one hand, and on international relations 
and Chinese politics, on the other. 
 
Liliana Andonova, Professor IHEID 
Yixian Sun, PhD Candidate in International Relations and Political Science, Research 
Assistant (main applicant) 
Financed by SNF, Doc.CH, CHF 203 544 
Start: September 2015 to August 2018 
Competitive Process 
 
 
 

 Effectiveness of partnerships for advancing the sustainable development goals: 
behavioural pathways and impacts 

Partnerships between public and non-state actors for the provision of collective 
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goods have become important instruments for addressing core issues on the 
sustainable development agenda such as health, education, humanitarian issues, or 
clean energy. The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) emphasize the role of 
partnerships in the implementation of sustainability. Yet, while the academic 
literature provides valuable insights on the rise of public-private partnerships (PPPs), 
we know considerably less about their variable effectiveness and impact.  
Do PPPs simply repackage existing practices with effect and accountability, or do they 
contribute new and additional instruments and development outcomes? This project 
will draw on political science, economics, management studies and public policy to 
advance the study of partnerships effectiveness both theoretically and empirically 
with respect to the SDGs. The main research questions guiding the project are: How 
can we conceptualize and operationalize the effectiveness for PPPs? Through what 
mechanisms are PPPs effects likely to materialize? What are the sources and 
limitations of the effectiveness of PPPs for sustainability? 
How do PPPs interact with other forms of governance at the international and 
subnational level to influence results for the SDGs? The project will contribute to 
scientific and practical progress by providing the first to our 
knowledge inter-disciplinary, integrated and comparative theoretical approach and 
data on the effectiveness of partnerships for sustainability. The methodology will 
leverage original datasets and cases of partnerships by project participants, e.g. data 
and cases on partnerships in the multilateral system; data on PPPs which competed 
for the Roy Family Award managed by the Kennedy School of Government; data and 
cases from the business sector in collaboration with the UNIGE PPP Research Centre; 
data of partnerships for climate change, and data and cases from partner 
organizations – UNICEF and the WEF. 
 
Liliana Andonova, Professor IHEID (main applicant) 
Gilles Carbonnier , Professor IHEID (co-applicant) 
Jamie Fraser, PhD candidate in International Economics, Research Assistant 
Funded by SNIS, CHF 262’273 
Start: November 2017; End: October 2019.  
Competitive Process 
 
 

3.2. Climate, Energy and Innovation Research Programme 
 
This programme brings together the various disciplines of the centre to conduct 
research on issues of climate change, energy and technological developments. 
 

 Environmental regulation and economic competitiveness 

During the UN conference on climate change held in Durban in 2011, the European 
Union and some other developed countries, including Switzerland, have pledged to 
reduce their greenhouse gas emissions between 20% and 30% below the level of 
1990. The economic cost linked to emission reductions could penalize countries 
planning a strong reduction and thus cause a rebalancing of international economic 
competitiveness. These economic impacts present a major obstacle to achieving a 
global agreement on climate. 
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Through this project, we aim to better understand the impact of environmental 
policies on economic competitiveness. One of the case study looking at the USA will 
focus on the adoption of new technologies in the policy of tradable emissions quotas 
limiting SO2 emissions.  
The results of this project will provide new empirical perspectives on the economic 
implications of environmental policies, and they will allow us to make 
recommendations for effective public policies both at the environmental and the 
economic levels. 
 
Timothy Swanson, Prof. IHEID (co-applicant) 
Richard Baldwin, Prof. IHEID (co-applicant) 
Suchita Srinivasan, PhD candidate, International Economics, Research Assistant  
Kritika Saxena, PhD candidate, International Economics, Research Assistant 
Pedro Guimaraes Naso, PhD candidate, International Economics, Research Assistant 
Funded by the SNF, CHF 395 619 
Start: July 2015; End: June 2019 
Competitive process 
 
 

 Innovation, Diffusion and Green Growth (Sinergia) 

This project aims to explore theoretical, empirical and policy issues related to 
innovation, diffusion and green growth. The overarching objective of the project is to 
build a Swiss Network on the Economics of Green Growth, as a contribution to the 
Green Growth Knowledge Platform (GGKP). Each research team will focus on one 
specific topic: 1) economic modeling of growth and diffusion (ETH); 2) analysis of 
growth and diffusion, with a focus on developed countries and innovation (LSE); 3) 
analysis of growth and diffusion, with a focus on transfers of technology to 
developing countries (IHEID); 4) policies for green growth (EPFL). CIES has organized 
two workshops this year with all project members: a kick-off meeting in January, and 
a follow-up meeting in September. 
 
Timothy Swanson, Prof. IHEID (main applicant) 
François Cohen, Post-doc, International Economics, Research Associate  
Giulia Valacchi, PhD Candidate, International Economics 
Helena Ting, PhD candidate, International Economics 
Partners: EPFL, ETH and LSE 
Funded by SNF Sinergia Programme, CHF 1.5 Million 
Start: January 2014; End September 2017 
Competitive Process 
Website: greengrowth-sinergia.ch 
 

 COSTASSESS: The costs to adopting technology restrictions in South Africa 

This project assesses the costs for South Africa of restricting the use of low-cost and 
abundant coal technologies. In this context, a better understanding of the cost 
structure of the coal industry will help to clarify how state intervention can enable 
the diffusion of alternative clean technologies, and thereby move South Africa 

http://greengrowth-sinergia.ch/
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towards a green economy pathway. 
The primary research objective is to determine the cost of restricting a particular 
technology and resource when the country imposing this restriction has heavily 
invested in the technology in question and is rich in the particular resource. South 
Africa represents an interesting and important context within which to pursue this 
question. South Africa is heavily-endowed with low-cost coal, and it has relied 
entirely upon this endowment for both its own rapidly growing energy requirements 
and as a major source of export earnings. While a restriction on the use of coal may 
be substantially mitigated by means of diffusion of alternative technologies, the 
availability and scalability of these technologies in the South-African context will need 
to be assessed. In addition, there are residual costs to a country such as South Africa 
that is well-endowed with the resource subject to the restricted technology.  
 
Timothy Swanson, Prof. IHEID (main applicant) 
Pedro Guimaraes Naso, PhD Candidate, International Economics, Research Assistant 
Funded by SNF, Swiss South African Joint Research Programme, CHF 229,320 
Start: January 2014; End: June 2017.  
Competitive Process 
 

3.3. Agrarian environment and food systems.  Research Programme 
 
Connections among agriculture, environment, and food systems have many 
facets.  The environmental impacts of agriculture and associated land use change 
span multiple scales, from local biodiversity to the earth's atmospheric systems.  Yet 
increasingly rapid and unpredictable environmental change also shapes and 
conditions the way agriculture is practiced and food is produced.  Within these 
dynamic agrarian environments, food systems are similarly multi-scalar and complex, 
involving a range of international, state, and non-state actors and institutions, and 
governed by multiple legal and regulatory frameworks.  This research programme 
brings together disciplinary perspectives from law, anthropology, political science and 
international relations, economics, and history, to address critical questions at the 
interface of agricultural production, food systems, and environmental change. 
 
In 2017, there were no projects funded on external sources in this research 
programme. Ongoing internal research projects include  “Nature and Agriculture in 
the Indian Himalaya” (Shaila Seshia Gavin) and “The Legal Regulation of GMOs” (Anne 
Saab). 
 
 
 

3.4. Resources and Development Research Programme 
 
Developing countries are crucial to the resolution of global problems, especially their 
choices regarding development. This programme considers how environmental and 
resource challenges, such as land use or biodiversity loss, affect development paths of 
developing countries. 
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 A Sustainable Human Niche? Managing Global Land Use 

This project analyses the sustainability of the continued expansion of the human 
niche due to the continued conversion of lands to food production. Global land use 
determines several outcomes jointly: aggregate food production; feasible human 
population; stability of the food production system; and availability of genetic 
resources. Together these outcomes determine the sustainability of the entire food 
production system, and consequently the capacity for the human niche to be 
supported. This project enables the examination of various pathways for land use – 
and demonstrates the joint outcomes along each pathway that result (food 
production, population, stability, genetic resources availability). In this way the issue 
of global land use is assessed within a framework very similar to that applied 
elsewhere by Stern (2006) in the analysis of climate change and growth pathways. We 
also simulate how aggregate outcomes vary across different assumptions concerning 
discounting, hazard rates, and technological change. In this way it is possible to 
examine the sustainability of various alternative global land use pathways – given the 
impact of land use on growth, systemic stability and resultant human welfare. 
 
Timothy Swanson, Prof. IHEID 
Roxana Manea, PhD Candidate, International Economics, Research Assistant 
Helena Ting, PhD Candidate, International Economics,  Research Assistant 
Nicholas Tyack Brown, PhD Candidate, International Economics, Research Assistant 
Funded by the MAVA Foundation, CHF 1 Million 
Start: September 2012; End:  December 2018 
 
 

 The global political ecology of lithium commodity chain 

Due to their ability to store large amounts of energy in lightweight compact form, 
lithium-based technologies are now at the cutting-edge of research and development 
in energy storage. Reflecting this interest, the global demand for lithium is expected 
to multiply tenfold by 2050 and its price is increasing rapidly. Lithium has become one 
of the planet's most strategic commodities. The aim of this project is to take stock of 
the lithium commodity chain from a political ecology and a governance perspectives. 
Can lithium, as a symbolic commodity for the green economy, be produced and 
consumed in a socially equitable and environmentally sustainable way? What are the 
implications of present and future market configurations for the metal? And what are 
the obstacles for a sound governance regime of this natural resource? 
 
Marc Hufty, Professor IHEID (main applicant) 
Jonas Köppel, PhD Candidate, ANSO, Research Assistant 
Funded by SNF, CHF 569'322 
Start: October 2017; End: September 2021.  
Competitive Process 
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4 Proposals submitted during 2017 
 
Along the year 2017, CIES researchers submitted 7 proposals among which 3 were 
accepted, 1 was withdrawn for administrative reasons, and 3 were rejected. In total, 
the 3 new projects awarded in 2017 amount to a total of CHF 1’465’000 and open 
new areas of work for the coming 2-4 years. 
 
In addition, two of the junior professors, Anne Saab (International Law) and James 
Hollway (IR/PS) were each awarded a seed money grant of CHF 5’000 by the Research 
Department of the Graduate Institute. These grants are meant to help researchers to 
initiate collaboration for future projects; the researchers commit themselves to 
submit a research proposal over the next year.  
 
 

 Effectiveness of partnerships for advancing the sustainable development goals: 
behavioural pathways and impacts 

Partnerships between public and non-state actors for the provision of collective 
goods have become important instruments for addressing core issues on the 
sustainable development agenda such as health, education, humanitarian issues, or 
clean energy. The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) emphasize the role of 
partnerships in the implementation of sustainability. Yet, while the academic 
literature provides valuable insights on the rise of public-private partnerships (PPPs), 
we know considerably less about their variable effectiveness and impact. Do PPPs 
simply repackage existing practices with effect and accountability, or do they 
contribute new and additional instruments and development outcomes? This project 
will draw on political science, economics, management studies and public policy to 
advance the study of partnerships effectiveness both theoretically and empirically 
with respect to the SDGs. The main research questions guiding the project are: How 
can we conceptualize and operationalize the effectiveness for PPPs? Through what 
mechanisms are PPPs effects likely to materialize? What are the sources and 
limitations of the effectiveness of PPPs for sustainability? 
 
Liliana Andonova, Professor IHEID (main applicant) 
Gilles Carbonnier , Professor IHEID (co-applicant) 
Jamie Fraser, PhD candidate in International Economics, Research Assistant 
Funded by SNIS, CHF 262’273 
Start: November 2017; End: October 2019.  
Status: Awarded 
 
 

 The impact of compulsory school laws in a developing country context: examining 
impacts and explanations in Sub-Saharan Africa 

The proposed research aims to assess the impact of compulsory schooling laws (CSLs) 
in a developing country context, with special reference to sub-Saharan Africa. Recent 
adoptions of CSLs in that region, together with the complex and developmentally 
constrained context in which they have occurred, make it an excellent situation in 
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which to assess the potential impact of such laws. 
We propose to undertake two basic themes of research in regard to the adoption of 
CSLs: 1) an empirical analysis of the private and social returns from CSLs, together 
with an assessment of the reasons for these outcomes; and 2) an empirical analysis of 
the impact of CSLs on household bargaining outcomes, with special reference to 
issues of fertility, child labor and household production methods. 
 
Timothy Swanson, Professor IHEID (main applicant) 
Martina Viarengo, Associate Professor IHEID (co-applicant) 
Funded by SNF, CHF 487'661 
Start: July 2018; End: June 2022.  
Competitive Process 
Status: Awarded 
 

 Financing investments in clean technologies 

The research project is structured around two main goals. The first goal is to 
understand how uncertainty about the policy environment impacts cleantech 
investment. The research plan will address this first objective by building novel 
indicators of climate and environmental policy uncertainty and conducting economic 
analysis of how these indicators affect cleantech investments. To the extent that we 
find that uncertainty is particularly harmful to cleantech development (as we 
suspect), the findings will have implications for “Module 2: Opportunities and Risks” 
of the NRP73 by examining how a stable environmental policy regime can help 
Switzerland attract investors, expand its expertise and develop new export markets in 
the area of clean technologies. Indeed, Switzerland is generally perceived as a country 
with outstanding strengths in science, technology and innovation but also a highly 
stable regulatory framework. The second goal is to understand how new tools and 
financing models (e.g., crowdfunding) can help attracting new investors into 
cleantech. This part of the project will present studies evaluating potential remedies 
to alleviate the financial constraints faced by young cleantech firms. In Switzerland, 
venture capital investments in cleantech represent less than 4% of the total volume, 
against 72% for life sciences technologies alone. By investigating how financing 
instruments can help to channel investments towards cleantech companies, the 
results of the project will have implications for “Module 3: Measures and 
Instruments” of the NRP73. 
 
Joëlle Noailly, Lecturer IHEID (main applicant) 
Gaétan de Rassenfosse, Assistant Professor EPFL (co-applicant) 
Funded by SNF, NRP73 “Sustainable Economy”, CHF 714’719 
Start: January 2018; End: December 2021 
Competitive Process 
Status: Awarded 
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 Accountability of International Organizations: Is what Structure, Salience and 
Exercise of Power Make Out of It 

Under what conditions are International Organizations (IO) more or less accountable 
for their decisions, operations and practices? This question animates both the 
proposed project as well as public debates. The existing academic literature focuses 
largely on whether international agencies are accountable or not, and through what 
mechanisms. To some the accountability glass is half-full, to others half-empty, 
depending on the meaning and aspects of accountability they emphasize. This 
research project takes as a basis the conceptual advances in the current literature 
and the idea of pluralist accountability of IOs. It develops the theory of international 
accountability further to specify the conditions for variable accountability 
mechanisms and practices. The theoretical framework therefore asks more 
specifically: what conditions are likely to enable greater number of accountability 
mechanisms, to the broadest set of relevant accountability-holders? The theory 
stipulates that three types of conditions are likely to affect the scope of accountability 
of IOs: i) institutional structure; ii) the exercise of power within that structure; and iii) 
political processes that influence the salience of organizational decisions. This theory 
will inform a comparative empirical analysis on the accountability of five IOs (ICRC, 
UNICEF, the World Bank, the IMF, and the WHO), selected according to the expected 
variation in their institutional structure and other explanatory variables. The scope of 
accountability of IOs will be measured, using innovative qualitative and quantitative 
methodologies, at multiple levels of governance: i) across organizations; ii) how 
accountability evolves over time for each organization; and iii) how accountability is 
exercised by different forums internationally and domestically around salience events 
(such as crises, legitimacy pressures, or major normative developments).  
 
Liliana Andonova, Professor IHEID (main applicant) 
SNF Project 
Budget: CHF 1’241’562 
Start: March 2018; End: February 2022 
Competitive Process 
Status: Rejected 
 
 

 Governance and Finance of Transitions from Vulnerability to Sustainability 

Adaptation to environmental change and associated human security risks has become 
an essential element of advancing sustainability. Developed countries have 
historically provided development and environmental aid to highly vulnerable low-
income countries but suffer today from aid fatigue and face many pressing domestic 
priorities, including re-settling migrants from developing countries.  This research 
project focuses on this dilemma by addressing the following research questions: 
What is the level of public support in developed countries to provide additional funds 
to support environmental resilience abroad? Specifically, is this level influenced by 
stronger knowledge about human vulnerability and potential migration from the 
recipient country to the donor country?  The project will involve a collaboration 
across five national teams: Switzerland (lead), USA, Slovenia, the Netherlands, 
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Norway and the UK, across academic disciplines combining social and natural 
scientists and covering a broad geographical area including developing countries. The 
core methodology will consist in designing a survey experiment aiming to examine 
the willingness to support additional aid in response to varying information frames. 
To examine whether the level of public support depends on how environmental risks 
are communicated, the team of natural and agricultural scientists in Slovenia will aim 
to develop a pictorial/animated tool for communicating climate change impacts in 
agricultural vulnerability in developing countries. The project will generate a series of 
publications, new modeling tools of climate vulnerability and novel datasets around 
questions of adaptation aid and linkages to global risks such as migration.  
 
Funder: Belmont Forum, NORFACE “Transformation to Sustainability” 
Main applicant: Liliana Andonova, Prof. IHEID 
Partners: University of Washington, USA; University of Amsterdam, Netherlands ; Uni 
Research Rokkan Centre Bergen Norway ; University of Ljubljana, Slovenia ; University 
of Essex, UK. 
Budget: CHF 1’422’899 
Competitive Project 
Status: Withdrawn 
 
 

 Weather, health outcomes and economic development: evidence from Mexico 

The increased frequency of extreme weather events such as heat waves observed in 
many parts of the world which can seemingly be attributed to climate change has 
created a lot of interest in the impact of climate on wellbeing, in particular when it 
comes to human health. This literature has established a clear statistical relationship 
between extreme temperatures and mortality. However, recent evidence from the 
US shows that other outcomes, such as birth outcomes or criminality, may also be 
strongly affected by climate change. The literature has two main shortcomings. First, 
almost all of the existing studies focus on developed countries. However, climate 
change will have a larger impact on developing and emerging countries and it is clear 
that differences in living conditions prevent the ready extension of results from 
developed country to developing and emerging countries. Second, the literature has 
primarily focused on an extreme health impact: mortality. However, weather shocks 
such as cold or heat waves are likely to affect peoples’ health in less dramatic ways 
that may nevertheless represent the vast majority of the costs associated with 
climate change. 
This project aims to contribute to address these shortcomings by assessing the impact 
of extreme weather events in an emerging country throughout the life of individuals, 
from birth to death. We will look at 1) birth outcomes; 2) social cohesion and health 
inequity induced by violence; and 3) the impact of economic development on 
mortality. This project will take Mexico as a case-study. Despite being an “upper 
middle income” country, half of the Mexican population lives under the national 
poverty line. This significant inequality will allow us to explore the differential impact 
of climate change on various sectors of population. Furthermore, Mexico is also one 
of the few developing countries for which detailed longitudinal databases are publicly 
available. 
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Funder: SNF Ambizione 
Main applicant: Francois Cohen (post-doc International Economics) 
Budget: CHF 400’000 
Competitive Project 
Status: Rejected 

 

 International Law, a Diverse Community and the Importance of Plant Genetic 
Resources for Agriculture 

 

Plant genetic resources for food and agriculture (PGRFA) comprise both the diversity 
of crop varieties as well as the wild relatives of crops. A primary value of these 
resources is the use of PGRFA to breed new crop varieties that are more productive 
and resilient – useful for adaptation to biological and climatological sources of 
environmental variability. This role is going to be critical in meeting the needs of a 
growing population in the coming century – in the face of pressures arising from 
climate change and pest resistance. 
In spite of these looming challenges, recent years have seen a slowdown in the 
growth of the yields of rice, wheat, maize and soybeans, as well as agricultural R&D 
spending in the U.S. (Alston et al. 2009), with funding for international agricultural 
research slowing after 1990 (Alston et al 2006). Claims of systematic underinvestment 
in this area suggest that the investigation of the appropriate policies for encouraging 
optimal adaptation in agriculture is critical at this juncture. This research project aims 
to fill this gap by investigating how international policy can help to generate optimal 
policies for PGRFA to cope with necessary adaptation problems in agriculture - at the 
level of the farmer, the community, the industry, and the research network. 
This interdisciplinary project will draw on economics, international law and 
anthropology and development studies to examine how the value of genetic 
resources is produced, which actors are important, and how policies might be used to 
channel values from agriculture to the appropriate actors – in order to ensure that 
returns are made efficiently and equitably. 
 
Funder: SNIS 
Main applicant: Tim Swanson  
Partners: Anne Saab, Shaila Seshia Galvin 
Budget: CHF 300’000 
Competitive Project 
Status: Rejected 
 

5 Publications  
 
CIES researchers contributed to 2 books and 14 articles in academic journals. Another 
9 articles or books contribution have been accepted for publication in 2017 and will 
be published in 2018. Additionally, 8 working papers in the CIES Research Paper series 
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and 5 policy-oriented publications were authored or co-authored by CIES staff. Over 
the course of the year, CIES researchers presented their work at 25 conferences, 
workshops or seminars in Switzerland and abroad. 
 
 
5.1 Books, edited volumes and contributed chapters 
 
Book monograph 
 
Andonova L., Governance Entrepreneurs, International Organizations and the Rise of 
Global Public-Private Partnerships, 2017, Cambridge university Press. 
 
Edited Volume: 
 
Andonova, Liliana B. and Thomas Hale, guest editors. 2017. The Comparative Politics 
of Transnational Climate Governance. Special issue of International Interactions. 
 

 
 
 
5.2 Articles published in scientifically refereed journals 
 

Andonova Liliana B., Hale Thomas H., Roger Charles, “National Policy and 
Transnational Governance of Climate Change: Substitutes or Complements?”, in 
International Studies Quarterly, 61, 253–268,2017. 
 

Box 1. In Governance Entrepreneurs: International Organizations and the Rise of 
Global Public-Private Partnerships (Cambridge University Press), Liliana B. 
Andonova, provides the first study that combines a new theory of interactive cycle of 
institutional change with a comprehensive quantitative and qualitative analysis to 
shed light on the variable politics and consequences of public-private partnerships in 
multilateral institutions such as the UN Secretariat, the World Bank, UNEP, WHO 
and UNICEF. 
“The main insight of the book is that the multilateral system has changed 
substantially, especially through its partnerships with non-state actors. Contrary to 
established theories that look at change in international institutions either as a 
product of intergovernmental deals or as mission extension and pathologies of 
international bureaucracies, the book shows that under certain structural pressures, 
agents within international organisations have formed leadership coalitions with 
state principals and external actors, to create and subsequently institutionalise new 
forms of governance, namely public-private partnerships. So, partnerships have 
transformed in important ways multilateral institutions. What is more, change is 
partly endogenous to the multilateral system itself. It is hardly the privatisation of 
global governance.” 
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Cohen François, Glachant Matthieu, Söderberg Magnus, “Consumer Myopia, 
Imperfect Competition and the Energy Efficiency Gap: Evidence from the UK 
Refrigerator Market”, in European Economic Review, Volume 93, pp 1–23, April 2017. 
 
Hecht Susanna, Silva S, Sayago D, Toni F, Campos FI, “Homage to Clio and Santa 
Rosalia: history, epic and evolution”, in the Journal of Social, Technological and 
Environmental Science, Volume 6,  Issue 1, pp. 272-275, Jan.-Apr. 2017.  
 
Hollway James, Christoph Stadtfeld and Per Block, “Dynamic Network Actor Models: 
Investigating Coordination through Time”, in Sociological Methodology, Volume 47, 
pp 1-40, 2017. 
 
Hollway James, Morin Jean-Frédéric  Pauwelyn Joost, “The Trade Regime as a 
Complex Adaptive System: Exploration and Exploitation of Environmental Norms in 
Trade Agreements”, Journal of International Economic Law, 20(2), pp 365-390, 2017. 
 
Hollway James, Milewicz Karolina, Peacock Claire, Snidal Duncan, “Beyond Trade:  The 
Expanding Scope of the Non-Trade Agenda in Trade Agreements”, Journal of Conflict 
Resolution, 2017. 
 
Hollway James, Pallotti Francesca, Stadtfeld Christoph, Lomi Alessandro, “Multilevel 
Social Space:  The Network Dynamics of Organizational Fields”, Network Science, 5(2), 
pp 187–212, 2017. 
 
Hollway James, Stadtfeld Christoph, Block Per, “DyNAMs and the Grounds for Actor-
Oriented Network Event Models: A rejoinder to Snijders and Butts”, Sociological 
methodology, 47(1), pp. 56 - 67, 2017. 
 
Lanz Bruno, Dietz Simon Swanson Tim, "Global population growth, technology, and 
Malthusian constraints: A quantitative growth theoretic perspective", in International 
Economic Review, 58(3), pp 973-1006, August 2017. 
 
Noailly Joelle, Victoria Shestalova, “Knowledge spillovers from renewable energy 
technologies: Lessons from patent citations”, in Environmental Innovation and 
Societal Transitions , 22, pp 1-14, March 2017. 
 
Roger Charles, Hale Thomas H., Andonova Liliana B., “The Comparative Politics of 
Transnational Climate Governance”, in International Interactions, 43(1), January 2017. 
 
Sarr Mare, Swanson Tim, “Will Technological Change Save the World? The Rebound 
Effect in International Transfers of Technology”, in Environmental and Resource 
Economics, 66(3), pp 577–604, March 2017. 
 
Sarr Mare, Noailly Joëlle, “Innovation, Diffusion, Growth and the Environment: Taking 
Stock and Charting New Directions”, in Environmental and Resource Economics, 66(3), 
pp 393–407, March 2017. 
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Sun Yixian, “Transnational public-private partnerships as learning facilitators: global 
governance of Mercury”, in Global Environmental Politics, 17 (2), pp 21-44, 2017. 
 
 
 
5.3 In press 
 

Book chapters: 
 
Giulia Valacchi, "Innovation and Patent Protection: a Multi-Country Study on the 
Determinants of R&D Offshoring" in: Globalization and Technology edited 
by Siddharthan, N. and Narayanan, K., Springer, forthcoming 
 
Saab Anne, “GMOs” in J. Vinuales and E. Lees, Oxford Handbook of Comparative 
Environmental Law, forthcoming. 
 
Peer-reviewed articles 
 
Lanz Bruno, Dietz Simon, Swanson Tim, "The expansion of modern agriculture and 
global biodiversity decline: An integrated assessment", Ecological Economics, 
forthcoming 
 
Lanz Bruno, Wurlod Jules, Panzone Lucas, Swanson Tim "The behavioral effect of 
Pigovian regulation: Evidence from a field experiment" 
Journal of Environmental Economics and Management, forthcoming. 
 
Saab Anne, “An International Law Approach to Food Regime Theory”, Leiden Journal 
of International Law, forthcoming. 
 
Swanson Tim, Larcom S., Panzone Lucas, “Testing for the Expressive Function of Law”, 
Journal of Legal Studies, forthcoming 2018. 
 
Swanson Tim, Lanz Bruno, Dietz Simon, “Economic growth and agricultural land 
conversion under uncertain productivity improvements in agriculture”, American 
Journal of Agricultural Economics, forthcoming 2018. 
 
Swanson Tim, Lanz Bruno, Dietz Simon, “The expansion of modern agriculture and 
global biodiversity decline: an integrated assessment”, Ecological Economics, 144, pp 
260-277, February 2018. 
 
Wurlod, Jules, Noailly, Joelle “The Impact of Green Innovation on Energy Intensity: An 
Empirical Analysis for 14 Industrial Sectors in OECD Countries”, Energy Economics, 
forthcoming. 
 
 
 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jeem.2017.06.005
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jeem.2017.06.005
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5.4 Research papers, policy papers and other publications 
 
The economics related CIES Research Papers are published on the CIES website as 
well as on RePec, the largest repository of research papers in economics online.  
 
Research papers 
 
Naso P., Bulte E., Swanson T., “Can there be benefits from competing legal regimes? 
The impact of legal pluralism in post-conflict Sierra Leone”, 2017, CIES Research paper 
no. 56. 
 
Cohen F, Valacchi G., “Do firms innovate if they can relocate? Evidence from the steel 
industry”, 2017, CIES Research paper no. 55. 
 
Naso P., Swanson T., “How does environmental regulation shape economic 
development? A tax competition model of China”, 2017, CIES Research paper no. 54. 
 
Naso P., Huang Y., Swanson T., “The Porter hypothesis goes to China: spatial 
development, environmental regulation and productivity”, 2017, CIES Research paper 
no. 53. 
 
Srinivasan S., “Driven up the wall? Role of environmental regulation in innovation 
along the automotive global value chain”, 2017, CIES Research paper no. 52. 
 
Cohen F., Glachant M., Söderberg M., “The impact of energy prices on product 
innovation: Evidence from the UK refrigerator market”, 2017, CIES Research paper 
no. 51. 
 
Larcom S., Panzone L., Swanson T., “Follow-the-leader? Measuring the 
internationalization of law”, 2017, CIES Research Paper no. 50. 
 
Ting H., Bozzola M., Swanson T., “Weather and income: effect on household saving 
and well-being in South Africa”, 2017, CIES Research Paper no. 49. 
 
 
Policy-oriented and other publications: 
 
Cohen, F.  and M. Glachant and M. Soderberg “The Impact of Energy Prices on 
Product Innovation: Evidence from the UK Refrigerator Market, CIES Research Brief 1, 
December 2017. 
 
Flannery, T. “Climate Change, Targets, and the Role of Carbon Negative 
Technologies”,  GGKP Insights Blog, March 2017; 
http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/news/qa-professor-tim-flannery-climate-
change-targets-and-role-carbon-negative-technologies 
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Pauwelyn, J. and Andonova, L., A “Legally Binding Treaty” or Not? The Wrong 
Question for Paris Climate Summit. EJIL Talk; https://www.ejiltalk.org/a-legally-
binding-treaty-or-not-the-wrong-question-for-paris-climate-summit/ 
First published  December 4, 2015 
 
Noailly, J., “How to Unlock Finance Towards Small Cleantech Firms?”, GGKP Insights 
Blog, February 2017 http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/blog/how-unlock-
finance-towards-small-cleantech-firms 
 
Noailly, J., “Workshop update: Clean energy technologies to developing countries”, 
INOGOV Blog, August 2017. 
 
Noailly, J. “How Trump’s climate agenda threatens clean innovation” CIES Policy Brief 
1, December 2017. 
 
 
5.5 Papers presented at conferences by CIES researchers 
 
Andonova Liliana, paper presentation, co-authored with Yixian Sun. “Private 
Governance in Developing Countries. What drives the uptake of voluntary carbon 
offset certification” competitive, Swiss Political Science Association, University of St. 
Gallen, January 2017. 
 
Galvin Shaila, ‘Thinking with Plants: (Re-)Considering Interspecies Relations through 
the Writings of Michael R. Dove’ Paper presented for the panel “Science, Society, and 
Environment: Interdisciplinary Contributions of Michael R. Dove’s Scholarship,” and 
co-authored with Alder Keleman, Dana Graef, Sarah Osterhoudt, and Samara Brock, 
at the 116th meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Washington D.C 
 
Galvin Shaila, ‘Auditing Agriculture: From Organic Certification to Contract Farming,’ 
presentation for  Rencontres Anthropo-Sociologiques Genevoises, Graduate Institute 
of International and Development Studies, Geneva, October 27-28 2017 
 
Galvin Shaila, ‘Bureaucratizing Organic: Inspecting Inspections in Uttarakhand, India,’ 
paper presented at the workshop Bureaucratizing Utopia, Graduate Institute of 
International and Development Studies, Geneva, June 28-29 2017 
 
Noailly, J., “Financing Energy Innovation” International Symposium on Environment 
and Energy Finance Issues, IPAG Business School, Paris; May 2017 
 
Noailly, J., “Financing Energy Innovation”, EAERE Annual Congress, Athens, June 2017 
 
Noailly, J., “Financing Energy Innovation”, European Economic Association Meeting, 
Lisbon, August 2017. 
 

http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/blog/how-unlock-finance-towards-small-cleantech-firms
http://www.greengrowthknowledge.org/blog/how-unlock-finance-towards-small-cleantech-firms
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Srinivasan S., “Adding Fuel to Fire? Social Spillovers and Spatial Disparities in the 
Adoption of LPG in India”, European Association for Environmental and Resource 
Economics (EAERE) Annual Conference (Athens, Greece), June 2017 
 
Saab A., “GMOs, Sustainability, and Legal Regulation”, NewForesight, Utrecht, The 
Netherlands, 6 January 2017 
 
Saab A., “Fear and International Law: The Role of Fear in Regulating Genetically 
Modified Foods”, Faculty presentation at department of international and European 
law, Tilburg University, 8 February 2017 
 
Saab A., “Fear and International Law-making”, Cognitive Sociology, Culture, and 
International Law, third Workshop on the Sociology of International Law, iCourts, 
Centre of Excellence for International Courts, Faculty of Law, University of 
Copenhagen, together with Andrea Bianchi,  28-29 April 2017 
 
Saab A., “A Legal Approach to Food Regime Theory”, Law & Society Association 
annual meeting, Panel title: ‘Food and International Law’, part of the International 
Law & Politics CRN, Mexico City, 19-23 June 2017  
 
Saab A., “Narratives of Hunger”, Four School collaboration conference on ‘Law & 
Development’, Harvard Law School, 16-17 July 2017 
 
Saab A., “Intellectual Property Rights and Climate-Related Technologies in the Paris 
Agreement”, European Society of International Law 2017 annual conference, Naples, 
Italy, 7-9 September 2017 
 
Valacchi G., "Innovation and Patent Protection: a Multi-Country Study on the 
Determinants of R&D Offshoring" and "Technology Transition or Firm Relocation? A 
Multi-Country Study of the Steel Industry", Final Sinergia Workshop, Morzine, January 
2017,  
 
Valacchi G., "Do Firms Innovate when they can Relocate? Evidence from the Steel 
Industry", 40th IAEE Conference, Singapore, June 2017 
 
Valacchi G., "Do Firms Innovate when they can Relocate? Evidence from the Steel 
Industry", Forum for Global Knowledge Sharing, Orissa, India, November 2017, 
 
Hollway J., Institutional Complexity, ESG, Duisburg, Germany, 30.11.2017 - 1.12.2017, 
Discussant. Invited. 
 
Hollway J., Trade & Environment, DIE, Bonn, Germany, 28.9.2017 - 29.9.2017, 
Discussant. Invited. 
 
Hollway J., Methodological Frontiers in Global Environmental Politics, EWIS, Cardiff, 
United Kingdom, 7.6.2017 - 10.6.2017, Oral presentation. Invited. 
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Hollway J., EISA, 7.6.2017 - 10.6.2017, Oral presentation 
 
Hollway J., INSNA, 30.5.2017 - 4.6.2017, Oral presentation 
 
Hollway J., Human Dimensions of Environmental Risks, CSF, Ascona, Switzerland, 
21.5.2017 - 26.5.2017, Poster presentation. Invited. 
 
Hollway J., Dynamics of Multilevel Networks, Paris, France, 27.2.2017 - 1.3.2017, Oral 
presentation. Invited. 
 
Hollway J., ISA Annual Convention, Baltimore, United States of America, 22.2.2017 - 
25.2.2017, Poster presentation 

6 Events 
 

6.1 The Geneva Dialogues on Global Environmental Problems 
 
The Geneva Dialogues lectures are a series of keynote speeches by leading academics 
bridging research and policy on a given theme. Attendees are made up in equal 
number from the Institute’s faculty and student body and from international 
organizations, including international NGOs. The purpose of inviting these lecturers, 
in addition to presenting an interesting subject with insight from their specialty, has 
been also to forge connections with CIES members in their field of expertise.  
 

 Graham Dutfield, Professor of International Governance, University of Leeds, 
“Intellectual property, food security and rural development”, March 20th 2017.  

Graham Dutfield’ research interests and expertise include intellectual property and 
access to knowledge, human rights, agriculture, indigenous people's rights, and 
sustainable development. Professor Dutfield has acted as advisor for a number of 
governments. His work is highly interdisciplinary in nature, exploring law, history, 
anthropology, economics and politics. 

The instability of the global food supply system requires our urgent attention. There 
are no easy solutions but the starting point must entail a critical analysis of the 
existing institutions governing the ownership and exchange of the plant genetic 
resources that underpin our long-term food security. 

Discussant : Adriana Bessa. Adriana Bessa is a Research Fellow at the Geneva 
Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights. Her work focuses on 
the right to food, food sustainability, peasants' rights, human rights and the 
environment. Moderator : Anne Saab. Anne Saab is Assistant Professor in 
International Law at the Graduate Institute. Her research focuses on climate change 
and food security. Attendance: 85. 
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 Tim Flannery, Foundation Segré Distinguished Visiting Professor, “The 

governed planet: climate change, targets and the role of carbon negative 

technologies”, March 28th 2017.  

Humanity is much closer to committing to crossing the 2°C climate 'guardrail' than 
previously thought. Moreover, impacts from the current 1°C of warming are proving 
severe, with catastrophic damage to coral reefs, extinctions and rapid ice melt 
occurring. It is now impossible both to avert crossing the 2°C threshold by reducing 
emissions alone, and to return Earth's climate to pre-industrial settings. What, then, 
should be done? Acclaimed Australian scientist, explorer and conservationist Tim 
Flannery will join the Graduate Institute as a Foundation Segré Distinguished Visiting 
Professor within the Centre for International Environmental Studies. Professor 
Flannery, who is a Professorial Fellow at the Melbourne Sustainable Society Institute 
at the University of Melbourne, was previously Chief Commissioner of the Climate 
Commission. 

Moderator: Liliana Andonova, Professor, International Relations / Political Science 
and Co-Director, Centre for International Environmental Studies, The Graduate 
Institute, Geneva.  Attendance: 240  

 

 Britaldo Soares-Filho, “Everything you ever wanted to know about the impacts 
of tropical development: modelling, climate change and the future”, 
November 20th 2017. 

Dr. Soares-Filho and collaborators have developed integrated simulations of land-use 

changes in tropical forest regions to assess the impacts of policy scenarios on 

climate, river regimes, carbon balance, forest fires, agriculture and forestry rents, 

and biodiversity and what these mean for tropical climates and development. Policy 

applications include studies on REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and 

Forest Degradation), impacts of infrastructure development on ecosystem services, 

economic evaluation of forest concessions, effectiveness of Amazon protected areas, 

Brazil’s Forest Code, the national market for trading forest certificates, low-carbon 

agriculture development, cattle ranching intensification, and Brazil’s NDC (Nationally 

Determined Contributions) to climate change mitigation. Dr. Soares-Filho also 

coordinates the development of DINAMICA EGO software 

(www.csr.ufmg.br/dinamica), an environmental modeling freeware used by many 

scholars worldwide. Attendance: 40. 

 

6.2 Academic Conferences, Symposiums and Workshops 
 
Academic conferences and Workshops organized by CIES 

 

 Sinergia Final Internal Workshop Morzine, 19-21 January 2017. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.csr.ufmg.br_dinamica&d=CwMFaQ&c=imBPVzF25OnBgGmVOlcsiEgHoG1i6YHLR0Sj_gZ4adc&r=kaf4FNKQD986wfpZmfHC5-9EWz4poVlX1Oq-fiyQJpw&m=nZqGHeg9LZHLL1VHOxuFBryhD1FpUUejRviEDZs0USY&s=tJLghKWD1NEGysr4VsExF4eTpn-NncNsGhbmPgyC2G4&e=
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This workshop was the occasion for Sinergia partners to present their final results and 
publications. Two guests speakers attended the workshop, Timo Goeschl, Professor at 
Heidelberg University, and Cees Withagen, Professor at VU University, Amsterdam. 
Organizer: Tim Swanson 
Attendance : 15 people. 

 

 SNIS Project Kick-off Workshop, 4th December 2007 

Partners of the project “Effectiveness of Partnerships for Advancing the Sustainable 
Development Goals: Behavioural Pathways and Impacts” met to agree on the 
conceptual framework of the project. Each partner presented their research areas 
methodologies and data needs.  
Organizer: Liliana Andonova 
Attendance: 12 people 

 
Academic conferences co-sponsored by CIES 

 
The CIES co-sponsored once again the BIOECON conference, which was in 2017 held 
in Tilburg.  The conference main theme was this year: Evidence-based environmental 
policies and the optimal management of natural resources 

  
Other policy and public events organized by CIES 
 

 John Knox, UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and the Environment, 
Professor of International Law at Wake Forest University. March 7th 2017. 
“Biodiversity and human rights”. 

Professor Knox, the United Nations Special Rapporteur on human rights and the 
environment, described his most recent report to the Human Rights Council, which 
explains the importance of ecosystem services and biodiversity for the full enjoyment 
of human rights and outlines the application of human rights obligations to 
biodiversity-related actions. 

 

 “Can trade in wildlife ensure its survival?”, October 3rd 2017, CIES policy 
briefing. This event was organized in collaboration with the Green Growth 
Knowledge Platform. 

This panel discussion focused on a provocative question, “Can trade in wildlife ensure 
its survival?”. There is no question that trade in plants and animals dates back as long 
as trade itself. Humans are dependent on nature for survival. But what about the 
survival of the plants and animals on which we depend? We are in an unprecedented 
period of biodiversity loss, which some commentators refer to as the sixth great 
extinction. There are laws and institutions in place to ensure the sustainability of 
wildlife. But are they enough? What are the impacts of trade on wildlife? Can trade in 
wildlife be sustainable?  

Panel: Timothy Swanson, Professor in Resource Economics, Graduate Institute; Sofie 
Flensborg, Legal Officer, CITES Secretariat, Jon Hutton, Director, Luc Hoffmann 
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Institute, Alex Kasterine, Senior Advisor, Climate Change and Biodiversity, 
International Trade Centre.  

Moderator: Anne Saab, Professor in International Law, Graduate Institute. 

 “Make mercury history along the gold supply chain”, Hg Week in Geneva, 
September 27th 2017. This event was co-organized with UNEP. 

Since the earliest time of gold mining, mercury was used to extract gold. This practice 
is still ongoing in more than 70 countries, where 10 to 15 million artisanal and small-
scale gold miners use mercury to recover gold. It is the world’s largest source of 
mercury pollution, emits toxic vapors and releases large quantities of mercury, 
harming the miners, their communities, and the environment. Artisanal and small-
scale gold mining produces about 12 to 15% of the world's gold. It is a complex global 
development issue, however exposure of miners and their communities to the 
terrible effects of mercury can be reduced in simple and cost effective ways. The 
session explored how each actor of the gold supply chain - many of which are 
represented in Switzerland – has a responsibility and a role to play towards mercury-
free gold production and the sustainable development of the artisanal and small-scale 
gold mining sector. 
 
Welcome address : Liliana ANDONOVA, Academic Co-Director, CIES. Introduction : 
Erik SOLHEIM, Executive Director, UN Environment. Discussants: Daniela 
COLAIACOVO, Co-founder and Director of Goldlake Group, Italy, Wilfried HOERNER, 
former co-CEO - Argor Heraeus, Switzerland, Laurent FAVRE, Founder A. Favre & Fils, 
Switzerland, Laura GERRITSEN, Value-chain Manager, Fairphone, Netherlands, Jean 
LAVILLE, Deputy CEO, Swiss Sustainable Finance, Marc HUFTY, Programme Lead, CIES, 
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, Q&A. Moderator: 
Nawal AÏT-HOCINE, Sustainability and Impact Director, Transparence SA 

 

 “Trump Climate Change and Climate Policy: Politics of Denial”, Susanna Hecht, 

Professor, International History. October 17th 2017. 

Amid the string of powerful hurricanes that have decimated the Caribbean and the 
Southern US and more than 4 thousand fires immolating the American west, what 
does US environmental policy look like at this moment other than the ante chamber 
to catastrophe? This lunch briefing will cover three central areas: climate change, fire 
policy, and EPA strategy. Susanna Hecht will briefly outline how the resistance to the 
attack on environmental institutions and the underlying science is being countered in 
various forms of legal, political and popular forms of practices from C40 (global cities 
and their responses) to localities rethinking disaster response. 

 

 Green Careers Now! 

Green Careers Now! aims at showcasing the diversity of career positions that deal 
with social and environmental sustainability. This career event helps students to 
understand sustainability as a potential field of employment. The programme is split 
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into a panel discussion and a career speed-dating. CIES co-organized this event 
together with the Graduate Institute Career Services and the Student’s Environmental 
Committee. 
 
 
6.3 Seminars in Environmental and Resource Economics 

 
The aim of the seminar series in Environmental and Resource Economics is to bring 
top scholars in Europe to CIES to give guest lectures on their recent research or 
research in progress. There were 6 seminars this year with approximately 10-20 
attendees per lecture.  
 
Jérémy Lucchetti, Assistant Professor, Institute of Economics and Econometrics, 
Université de Genève, “Information Dividend of Democracy : Impact on Political 
Stability and Redistribution”, September 28th 2017. 9 people 
 
Joachim De Weerdt, Senior Lecturer at the University of Antwerp, “Not Your Average 
Job: Measuring Farm Labor in Tanzania”, October 5th 2017. 20 people 
 
Erwin Bulte, Professor of Development Economics at Wageningen University, 
“Subsidies for Technology Adoption: Experimental Evidence from Rural Cameroon”, 
October 12th 2017. 20 people 
 
Martina Bozzola, Researcher, ETH Zurich, Agricultural Economics and Policy Group, 
“Time variant risk preferences in agriculture: Evidence from Italy”, October 19th 
2017. 12 people. 
 
Christelle DUMAS, Professeur d'Economie du Développement et d'Histoire 
Economique, Université de Fribourg, « Unintended consequences of road 
rehabilitation in Tanzania: market participation, prices and welfare », November 2nd 
2017. 10 people 
 
Isabel Günther, Professor of Development Economics, Director of NADEL, ETH Zürich, 
“Solar lights addressing energy poverty and energy sustainability: a double-dividend 
technology for poor areas?”, November 9th 2017. 10 people 
 
 
6.4 CIES Lunch Seminars 
 
The CIES lunch seminars series is a means for CIES researchers and external 
researchers to present and share research in progress. The series has also served as a 
way for CIES to promote itself within the Graduate Institute community. The series is 
organized by an interdisciplinary group of scholars; Shaila Seshia Galvin (ANSO), Anne 
Saab (International Law) and Joelle Noailly (International Economics). In 2017, 15 
seminars were held, which were attended on average by 10-30 students and faculty.  
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Doaa Abdel-Motaal, “Antarctica, The Battle for the Seventh Continent, Book 
Presentation”, March 2nd 2017.  
 
Tim Flannery, Foundation Segré Distinguished Visiting Professor, “Climate impacts, 
the carbon budget and carbon negative technologies”, March 16th 2017.  
 
Andrew Flachs, VW Fellow, University of Heidelberg, “Field Performances: 
Knowledge, Cotton, and Political Ecology in Telangana, India”, March 30th 2017.  
 
Marco Pertile, Visiting Professor of International Law, Graduate Institute, “Resource 
Conflicts Within and Beyond the State: Is There a Role for International Law?”, April 
13th 2017.  
 
Amalia Ribi Forclaz, Assistant Professor, International History, Graduate Institute, 
“International organizations and the conceptualization of rural development, 1920-
1960”, April 27th 2017.  
 
Defne Gonenc, PhD candidate in Political Science/IR, Graduate Institute, “Missing 
Driver of Norm Transformation? Litigation as an Ambiguous Driver of Norm 
Transformation”, May 4th 2017.  
 
Diego Silva, PhD candidate in ANSO, Graduate Institute, “Manufacturing the basic and 
the special: the qualities of genetically modified (GM) and conventional cotton seeds 
in Colombia”, May 11th 2017.  
 
Pedro Guimaraes Naso, PhD candidate in International Economics, Graduate Institute, 
“Can there be benefits from competing legal regimes? The impact of legal pluralism in 
post-conflict Sierra Leone”, May 18th 2017.  
 
Stacy VanDeveer, Professor, University of Massachussetts, “Transnational governance 
experiments: from climate change to mining and the minerals cycle”, September 21st 
2017.  
 
Stefan Leins, Senior Researcher at the Department of Social Anthropology and 
Cultural Studies of the University of Zürich, “The Work of Commodity Traders: 
Anthropological Perspectives on Supply Chain Logistics and Trade”, October 12th 
2017.  
 
Christian Kull, Professor, University of Lausanne, Faculty of Geosciences and 
Environment, “A political ecology of plant invaders: biogeography, biopower, and 
biotropes”, October 26th 2017.  
 
Ronald Jaubert, Professor, Development Studies, The Graduate institute, “The 
Orontes river basin: in and post-conflict challenges”, November 16th 2017.  
 
Laurence Boisson de Chazournes, Professor and Director of the Department or public 
international law and international organization, faculty of Law, University of Geneva, 
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“Corporate social responsibility in the context of investment protection”, November 
30th 2017.  
 
Yixian Sun, PhD Candidate in International Relations and Political Science, the 
Graduate Institute, “Private environmental governance in China: limits and promise 
of transnational standards to promote sustainable commodities”, December 7th 2017. 
 
Ieva Snikersproge, PhD Candidate in ANSO, the Graduate Institute, “Return to the 
French countryside: between last resort and land of possibilities”, December 14th 
2017. 
 

7 Professional Training 
 

CIES faculty members regularly contribute to the Executive Education programme. In 
2017, the following trainings were given: 
 
Susanna Hecht, Programme Advocacy in International Affairs, "Forests Lost and 
Found: Markets, policy and advocacy in woodland dynamics" 
 
Anne Saab, Programme Advocacy in International Affairs, "Food, Agriculture, and 
Advocacy: Legal and Anthropological Perspectives" 
 
Anne Saab, Programme LL.M in International Law, “Legal Research and Writing”, LLM 
Master classes, “Human Rights and the Environment”, “Seed Wars - Intellectual 
Property and Agriculture”  
 
Anne Saab, Programme in Environmental Governance, “Climate Change Negotiations” 
 
James Hollway, Programme in Environmental Governance, “Institutional Setting: 
Mapping Stakeholders and Interactions” 
 
Shaila Galvin, Programme Advocacy in International Affairs, "Food, Agriculture, and 
Advocacy: Legal and Anthropological Perspectives (continued)" 
 
Shaila Galvin, Programme on Environmental Governance, “Trends in Food Security” 

8 Public impact 
 

CIES associated faculty members regularly intervene in the media. In 2017, CIES 
members contributed to the following articles in the media and local newspapers: 
 
CounterPunch, 31.01.2017, On Oil States and Ethics: Bring on the Clowns! Bring on 
the Kleptocrats!, Susanna Hecht 
 
Le Journal du Jura, 28.04.2017, Thierry Jacolet, Le Venezuela en plein chaos, Marc  
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Hufty  
 
RTS, 06.06.2017, Quelle est la place de l'Amérique latine aujourd'hui dans le monde?, 
Marc Hufty 
 
Le Temps, 27.06.2017, Sylvia Revello, Une étudiante néo-zélandaise attaque son 
gouvernement sur le climat, Jorge E. Viñuales  
 
Bloomberg, 19.07.2017, Peter Coy, The New Antarctic Iceberg Is Big Enough for 
Runways, Water Mines, and Crazy Dance Parties, Jorge E. Viñuales 
 
Horizons,  01.09.2017,  Marcel Hänggi,  Sustainability is a distant dream,  Joëlle 
Noailly 
 
Le Temps, 29.09.2017, Stéphane Bussard, Des mineurs empoisonnés au mercure, 
Marc Hufty 

9 Relationship with International Geneva 
 
The CIES maintains important relationships with many organizations part of 
International Geneva. In 2017, CIES worked together with UN Environment and the 
Green Growth Knowledge Platform (GGKP) to co-organize academic and policy 
events. Several international organizations are also active partners into CIES research 
projects: WEF and UNICEF (SNIS - “Effectiveness of partnerships for advancing the 
SDGs”, Prof Liliana Andonova); OECD and GGKP (NRP73 – “Financing clean tech”, 
Joelle Noailly).  
 
On 8 March (International Women’s Day), Graduate Institute professor Liliana 
Andonova was selected by the Geneva Environment Network as one of twenty 
Gender and Environment Advocate. In February, Joelle Noailly joined the “Trade and 
Competitiveness” committee of the GGKP, in addition to the “Innovation and 
Technology” committee. 
 
Next to ongoing projects and events, CIES also reached out to international 
organizations and NGOs in Geneva via presentations by faculty members: 
 
Andonova Liliana, « Le multilatéralisme en question: quelles conséquences pour la 
Genève internationale? » 20e anniversaire du Forum suisse de politique 
internationale, Mercredi 1er novembre 2017, Palais des Nations. 
 
Andonova Liliana, Nov. 9-10, International Center of Parliamentary Studies and UNEP, 
Building Partnerships, Conference on the Environment-Security Nexus, London. 
Invited Talk. 
 
Hollway J., Environmental Policy Data and Economic Competitiveness, GGKP, Geneva, 
Switzerland, 24 January 2017 
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Galvin Shaila, Dialogue on the future institutional strategy (2019-2022) of the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, on the subject of “People and the Planet in 
Conflict: a strategic conversation on climate, environment and the needs of 
vulnerable people,” Geneva, 19 December 2017 
 
Noailly, Joelle, Environmental Policy Data and Economic Competitiveness, GGKP, 
Geneva, Switzerland, 23.1.2017 - 24.1.2017.  
 
Noailly, J. Global Innovation Patterns in the Mining Industries, World Interllectual 
Property Organization, Geneva, 30 May 2017. 
 
 
  Box 2– Celebrating Women’s Day 
 

 

On 8 March (International Women’s Day), 
Graduate Institute professor Liliana 
Andonova was selected by the Geneva 
Environment Network as one of twenty 
Gender and Environment Advocates, and 
the Institute hosted a debate on “Why 
are women still marching?” 
 

 
Professor Andonova, who is Co-Director of the Institute’s Centre for International 
Environmental Studies, was commended for her “supporting the professional advancement 
of many talented young women, who have become leaders and advocates for the 
environment and sustainable development in academia, policy work and tinternational 
relations.” 
Professor Andonova said “it is truly an honour to be recognised in the company of amazing 
advocates for environment and gender. I would like to thank my students, who have 
themselves become great advocates for the environment and gender equity, and my 
colleagues, who have transformed the Graduate Institute into a true champion for gender 
and the environment, dismantling glass ceilings in academia and international relations.” 
 

 



31 | P a g e   2 6 . 0 1 . 2 0 1 8  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Box 3– IHEID student visit of the International Environmental House 

 

 
Thanks to an initiative by the Environmental 
Committee, facilitated by the  CIES, a group of 
Graduate Institute students had the chance 
last week to visit to the International 
Environment House, which, just twenty 
minutes by tram from Maison de la Paix, 
gathers under a common roof 22 UN 
organizations and 19 non-governmental 
organizations all striving for a more 
sustainable world.  

During the visit, three UN Environment professionals gave insights into their work, 
drawing a fascinating picture of the incredible diversity of topics which the broad 
issue of environment and sustainability encompasses. While one explained the 
intricacies of carbon pricing and green fiscal policy, another elaborated on how the 
management of chemicals and waste is integrated into all 17 SDGs. Most peculiarly 
for some, one senior expert gave an understanding of the role of natural resources 
in conflict and peacebuilding, elaborating on how severe environmental 
degradation can be both a cause and a consequence of conflict, and sharing 
stunning pictures and footage of some of his missions.  
In such a way, the visit gave the students the opportunity not only to learn more 
about a number of very diverse environmental issues, but also to hear senior 
professionals share their concrete experiences in the field as well as issues they 
deal with on a daily basis. For students interested in sustainability and green 
careers, such an insight is not only a welcome out-of-classroom learning 
experience, but also a powerful source of inspiration. 


