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Global Health, Aid Effectiveness and 

the Changing Role of the WHO

Wolfgang Hein and Ilona Kickbusch

-
-

-
-

 -
bal health, and there has been a reappraisal of the coordinating role of the World Health 
Organization (WHO). 

Analysis

-

-
sition of the WHO:

the (new) International Health Regulations. Increasing the participation of non-state 
actors through organizational reforms could further strengthen the WHO’s role.

In 2008 the WHA passed the Global Strategy and Plan of Action on Public Health, Inno-
vation and Intellectual Property Rights. 

Con-
clusions on the EU role in Global Health, supporting “increased leadership of the WHO 

WHO reform
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1. The Concept of Global Health Governance

Since the 1990s a proliferation of actors has been 

-

-

term global health governance was introduced in-

-
-
-
 

-

such as the WHO or the World Bank, which were 

results oriented.

-

The emergence of new actors in global health has 

-

2. The Importance of Health Partnerships

-

fundamental changes in the architecture of inter-

-
tional multi- and bilateral organizations, pharma-

-

-

-

Figure 1:  Development Assistance for 

Health from 1990 to 2007 by 

Channel of Assistance

and Immunization)

contributions to research on neglected diseases,1 

-
-

-
-

-
-
-

-
cines and means of treatment, the distribution of 

technical infrastructure, and the medical infra-

1 These are diseases on which expenditures on R&D had beenThese are diseases on which expenditures on R&D had been 
-
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-

-

-
-
-

entation of global health without being accounta-

Figure 2:  Actors in Global Health

-

Source:  W. Hein.

(3) International cooperation is becoming more 

3. The Paris Declaration and Its Impact on the 

Health Sector

-

World Bank organized a global discourse on the 

growing number of international and transnation-
-
-
-

without a thoroughgoing reform of international 
cooperation. 

-
-

monization, alignment, results, and mutual ac-

-

-
-

ample, during the preparation process for the Ac-

follow-up meeting to the Paris conference in Ac-

proposed using health as “‘tracer sector’ for track-
-
-
-

-
-

-
el coordination. This also includes the national 
and local coordination of disease-oriented pro-

-

-
-
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work of all partners, one national AIDS coordinat-
-

-

4. Health Systems and Primary Health Care

-
-

proaches to global health dominant in the 1990s. 
-
-

tems but in particular of approaches geared to-
ward the support of marginalized population 

-
tors that resulted, in spite of the rapid growth in 

targets.

-

-

health funding, and concrete strategies to support 
-
-

ed adherence to the Paris Declaration principles 
and the establishment of an issue-oriented annual 

-
son and information-sharing between the largest 

-
-

-
cized. 

-
 -

which brings together the eight most important 

-

-

-

which the eight agencies participate, for instance, 
-
-
-

-
-
-

lizing all actors, including non-state actors. Ac-

-

-

in the contexts of social, economic, and cultural 
human rights and of the call for a new interna-
tional economic order. The importance of commu-

-
-

lighted in Africa. In the 1980s the implementation 

factors, among them the politics of the Washing-

the control of infectious diseases, and the lack of 

What is the role of non-state actors in promot-
ing health care in poor countries? In a recent meet-

countries (Berlin, September 21, 2009), the contri-

C -

-
-

-

According to data on India, although the pri-

-
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-

Other contributors to the Berlin meeting, how-
-
-

-

educating more health personnel, public resourc-

regulation of the sector, something which is gen-

-

-
cess-oriented partnerships. It should focus more 

-

of more health-care personnel.

5. The Role of the WHO

is broad agreement on the urgent need for more 
-

-

through negotiations and compromises. Is there 

in global health since the 1990s?

-

Art. 2a). It was entrusted with the task of “estab-

-

-

-

and Silberschmidt 2010). This was changed in the 
late 1990s so that the members now also repre-
sent their countries. Aside from the addressing of 

-
-

powerful states to curtail the organization’s auton-
-

arena and to search for new institutional arrange-
ments. But to some extent, nation-states them-

-
-

set a number of conditions for the reform of the 

-
troduced the principle of zero nominal growth in-
to the WHO budget process and forced the organ-

-
sources. This becomes a problem when the WHO 
is forced to compete for funding with other bod-

(sic) 
of undermining their crucial role as trusted neu-

-
-

shankar et al. 2009).
In spite of these problems, the WHO has par-

successful negotiation of two important interna-

-

role in the coordination of the control of SARS, the 
-

-
pert commissions to organize focused discours-
es on important global health issues. These most-

-
-

grounds and are established for a limited peri-
od of time to produce substantial reports on top-
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-

-

-

-

-
-

produce a meaningful focus for the strategic de-
bates and decision making of participating organ-

-

-
-
-

-

to secure an enhanced and sustainable basis for 
-
-

Global 

Strategy and parts of the Plan of Action were adopt-

Plan of Action

-
-

-

-
dicates that the WHO is now in a position to lead 

and other industrial countries insisted on estab-

-
-

creased leadership of the WHO at [the] global, 

-

agreements, in order to promote access to med-

-
Global 

Strategy and Plan of Action (conclusion 18).

6.  Adapting the WHO to GHG through 

Institutional Reforms

-
-
-

anisms mentioned thus far has the same obliga-

fairness in decision making, and to act in a com-

-

-
-

itoring progress. He feels that global health ef-

-

 

A second proposal focuses on the importance 
of the WHA (Kickbusch, Hein, and Silberschmidt 

-
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the WHO should be in a position to make much 

which allow continuous interaction in the respec-

The WHA ensures the interface between the dele-
gates of its members (nation-states) as well as the 
interface of these delegates with the representa-

-
dependent from what is being discussed on the 

-
ings take place, agreements are reached, deals are 

-
-
-

centralized coordination mechanism that brings 
all prominent global health actors to the table for 

-
-

philanthropic organizations, multinational health 

-

work of such a group would complement the cur-

-
-

-

-

all parties. 

introduced this concept together with other pro-
-

mal discussions around WHA 2010. The incom-

-
-
-
-

come more accountable, and that he sees propos-
-

further consideration. It seems that there is gen-
eral agreement that the time has come for a con-

-
ies as well.
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